ECUADOR
LIKE Venezuela, Ecuador separated from the Republic
of Colombia in 1831. Undisturbed by Federalist con-
flicts, it had suffered from nothing more serious than
quarrels between conservatives and democrats. As in
most of the other countries of South America, these
internal dissensions have been virtually continuous, only
being interrupted by the ephemeral domination of some
transient dictator. The first of these was Juan Flores,
the companion of Bolivar and Rocafuerte^ who proved
himself a capable administrator, put the finances in
order, organized popular education, created a civil and
a penal code and renewed friendly relations with Spain.
Flores subsequently returned to power, was overthrown,
made war on the new government and finally paved the
way to the Presidency for his son-in-law, Gabriel Gorcia
Moreno, who was born in 1841.
Moreno was an educated and fairly broad-minded
man and Ecuador prospered under his dictatorship.
To him was due the construction of roads, ports, hospi-
tals and schools. Unfortunately these works cost a great
deal of money and the dictator was obliged to introduce
the compulsory employment of paper money which con-
siderably diminished his popularity. It soon became
known that in order to cope with the financial crisis,
Moreno had formally asked protection of France and
afterwards of Spain. His Concordat with Rome, which
was highly advantageous to the Church, completed his